
Project Accept - HPTN 043 

HPTN 043 : 48 community CRT testing a 
multi-level HIV prevention intervention 
with HIV incidence as the outcome. 

Established 4 phase protocol to define 
community boundaries: 

1. Review existing census data and GIS maps. 
2. Gaining community entry and conducting visits. 
3. Participatory mapping and transect walks. 
4. Identifying and locating fixed and mobile health 

facilities. 

Well identifies social boundaries and study 
community matching variables. 
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Mapping Health Facilities 
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Village Map Example 
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Transect Walk and Social 

Variables 
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Contamination of intervention & 

control conditions 

Methods to handle potential contamination of 
experimental conditions: 

New equations to adjust number of clusters 
to account for contamination - (Slymen & 
Hovell  - Int. J. Epidem.) 

Positioning of study communities with 
surrounding non-randomized “buffer-
Communities”. 

Inclusion of contamination estimates in 
hierarchical modeling of intervention effects. 
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Buffer Communities Reduce 

Contamination 
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Identifying Buffer Zones 
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Sample Size Calculation 
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