
18       Center for AIDS Prevention Studies • 2010 Research Portfolio

RESEARCH: Gay Men & Men Who Have Sex with Men & Women - GeneralRESEARCH: Policy

AIDS Policy Research Center
PI/Center Directors: Stephen Morin PhD (UCSF), Judith Auerbach PhD (San Francisco AIDS Foundation), Dana 
Van Gorder (Lead at Project Inform)
Center Co-Director: Wayne Steward PhD MPH
Co-Is: Janet Myers PhD MPH, Emily Arnold PhD, Kimberly Koester MA, Starley Shade PhD MPH, Gabriel 
Galindo DrPH, Stuart Gaffney BA

Project Description 
UCSF, the San Francisco AIDS Foundation (SFAF), and Project Inform have created an AIDS Policy Research 
Center (APRC) to conduct timely research to help policymakers, planning councils and community 
organizations address the HIV epidemic in the State of California. The center is supported with funds from the 
California HIV/AIDS Research Program (CHRP). The work of the APRC includes both a Rapid Response Core 
and a set of planned research projects. 

The purpose of the Rapid Response Core is to:

Identify HIV-related policy issues affecting California •  
Develop specific research questions and to design studies that answer critical questions of •  
relevance to pressing policy issues 
Collect and analyze research data •  
Relay findings back to policymakers and other individuals involved in the formulation of policies•  

The planned research projects focus on:

Modeling costs to the State under healthcare reform•  
An evaluation of medical homes •  
A model of care recently endorsed by the California Visioning Change Initiative •  
Estimating funding to the state and its cities under a reauthorization of the Ryan White Program •  
anticipated in the next several years

Research conducted at the APRC is guided by an external Policy Research Advisory Committee (PRAC) that 
guarantees regular and ongoing communication between the scientific investigators and community partners. 
The PRAC consists of approximately 10 individuals from non-governmental and community-based HIV/AIDS 
organizations, public health offices, and clinical care and prevention services programs throughout the State 
of California. 

Significance
An important goal of HIV research is to provide a base of scientific evidence for policy decisions about HIV 
prevention and care. Scientists need to be aware of policy deliberations by local, state, and federal agencies 
to design research pertinent to policy decisions. And to assure that policymakers are familiar with research 
findings, scientists need to present their research results to policy stakeholders through briefings and 
testimony, in addition to communicating to other scientists through peer-reviewed journals. The APRC is 
intended to help bridge the divide between the science and policy worlds to ensure that decisions about HIV 
prevention and care in California are well informed by data.
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